This article reflects the development of Slovak Social Work in the context of the political development of the country. The Authors searched for answers to the following questions: Was Social Work really abolished in Slovakia after 1951? Is there evidence casting doubt upon that assertion? The aim of this article is to contribute to overcoming the claim that after 1951 there was a violent abolition of Social Work in the former Czechoslovakia and point out the consequences for the development and current state of Social Work in Slovakia brought on by ignoring events in the given period.
Introduction
The diversity of problems which Social Work responds to in the long run raises the question as to whether it is possible to build common consensus in defining it ( of the Profession is presented as a baseline of the nature of the Profession influenced by several internal and external factors allowing varied understanding. In the Slovak environment, the situation is complicated by two factors. The first is that the Profession has not been developed in a straight line. The second is that, so far, the history of Slovak Social Work has not been adequately compiled. As part of the ongoing research focused on the identity of Slovak Social Work, we also focused on revealing
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an historical context for the development of the Profession in Slovakia because the identity of the Profession is to a significant extent affected by its own history and social status (Emmerson 2010). Knowledge of the history of one´s own Profession reinforces a sense of professional pride which not only facilitates the creation of a professional identity but is also a prerequisite for personal satisfaction with one´s own work and chosen career (Remley a Herlihy 2007).
Our contribution is a response to the claim that the Profession of Social Work was abolished in Czechoslovakia in 1951 (Majchráková 1990; Řezníček 1995) and its renewal came only in 1990 (Matoušek 2001 , Žilová 2000 , Strieženec 1996 . Based on the reading of events in Social Work in the reporting period (1951 to 1990), we observe that although the development of the Profession was slowed down it was not abolished.
Methods
In creating this study we used the concept of an identity as a product of social and political action (Brubaker, Cooper 2000) . A similar view is shared by Remley and Herlihy (2007) according to whom understanding of the current state of Social Work presupposes a good knowledge of the historical context of the development of the Profession. The aim of the study was to find out how the Slovak Social Work really was developing in the period 1951 to 1990. In order to meet this goal, we searched for answers to the following questions:
What The historiographical method was the main research tool used which is based on concrete and critical reflection of absolute claims referring to events from a historical-political perspective (Kocka 1990 , Hendel 2005 . The subjects of the research were primary and secondary sources dealing with Social Work, Social Services etc. The analyzed sources were books, magazines, legislative standards, methodical materials of the Ministry, etc. Analysis of the practical role of Social Work in Slovakia would be interesting but would not explain the developments in Social Work as a Science and Profession after 1990. For this reason, events associated with education in Social Work and its development in the Slovak Academic environment became the subject of our analysis.
Findings
In order to be able to analyze what happened in Social Work in Slovakia after the year 1945 first, we have to take a brief glance at the previous era when Social Work was established as a Profession in the former Czechoslovakia.
Historical and political background to the establishment and development of Social Work in Slovakia
The origins of Social Work in the territory of today´s Slovakia are associated with the Austro-Hungarian Empire of which Slovakia was a part until 1918. The attention of the nascent Profession still within Austria-Hungary was mainly focused on the problems of poverty, disability, children and families at risk of social pathological phenomena, lonely elderly people, the suppression of socio-pathological phenomena, etc.. In 1918, the common state of Czechs and Slovaks called the Czechoslovak Republic was founded but whose co-existence was interrupted in the period 1939 to 1945. In 1945, after World War II the Czechoslovak Republic was restored. The termination of the joint State of Czechs and Slovaks came in 1992. Since 1 January 1993, an independent Slovak Republic was founded. Slovak history of Social Work should therefore be examined in the context of the three state units:
The first years of the common state were marked with enthusiasm because of the acquired freedom and desire to build a modern democratic state. The overall state infrastructure was built upon Public Authorities including Ministries, Health, Economics, Education, etc.. In this atmosphere in Czechoslovakia, Social Work also began to develop. The public sensitively perceived the gravity of existing problems the solutions of which were sought by the young Professionals. Therefore, Social Work in Czechoslovakia commanded respect although the term "Social Work" was rarely used during that period.
The very experience gained in the common Austro-Hungarian Empire proved to be an advantage. We would like to mention just a few:
• Slovak women studied at the Vi- Shortly after the establishment of Czecho slovakia, Schools that educated future Social Workers were opened. Already at the stage the possibility of Pre-graduate Studies in the University environment began to be discussed. In the 1930s, the Organization of Social Workers -an umbrella of Social Workers in Czechoslovakia was founded.
Situation after 1945
In the following part of this article, firstly, we explain the events within the Profession in the years 1945 to 1990, and then point out the consequences of ignorance of the historical context for the development of Social Work in Slovakia after 1990. In this analysis, we pay specific attention to how Social Work Education took place; research and publication background of the then period; or other important events that occurred for Social Work in the territory of the former Czechoslovakia in the years 1945 through 1990.
As a result of World War II, the renewed Czechoslovak Republic was in the so-called Soviet Zone which was shortly after 1945 also reflected in the political direction of the country. Changes being implemented in the country gradually undermined the democratic character of the Republic which finally in 1948 resulted in an open regime change. That regime change was naturally carried over into the total life of society, hence to Social Work. In the area of education policy, the impact of the new policy orientations only gradually became apparent.
Immediately after World War II, part of the Professional Community became active and attempted to bring back Education for Social Work which at the time was mainly Sociologically oriented. Based on this initiative, Decree No. 140/1945 was issued which established the Prague University of Political and Social Sciences. It was a four-year Non-University curriculum. The School had a total of three faculties one of which was Social Science. The School was established as a theoretical and practical workplace with the following mission:
1. Freedom of research to study and cultivate Political, Social and Journalistic Sciences. 2. Provide its audience (students) with thorough theoretical and practical knowledge and skills in order to teach them to navigate in society and to work for society; and thus educate not only Scientists, but also practical experts for the above mentioned disciplines. 3. Submit Certificates to the Government and the National Council (in terms of expert´s opinions) and proposals on Political, Social and Journalistic matters.
It was assumed that the University would prepare expert´s opinions for the Government and National Assembly. Prominent Czechoslovak Sociologists were involved in the teaching staff and Rector of the School was J.S. Rouček, American Sociologist of Czech origin. One part of the School was Social Science which should have prepared experts for the Social sphere. The study included subjects such as Sociology; Social Policy; Social Stratification; Social Psychology and Criminology; Sociology of Families; Children and Marriage; and Social Pathology. The second and third year were focused on Social Work and therefore there were lecture subjects such as Psychogenesis of a Social Case, Methods of Social Work and Social Policy. In 1949, the name was changed to the College of Political and Economic Sciences, and four years later in 1953 it was abolished (Levická 1999 , Kodymová 2013 .
The University of Political and Social Sciences had one remote branch in Brno from which later the College of Social Studies was profiled and established by Law No. 124/1947 Coll. Unlike the Prague School, it was focused more on practical performance. It aimed to train personnel for National Committees, experts for Social and Health Administration and Secondary School Teachers. Rector of the Brno College of Social Studies was Arnošt Inocent Bláha and possibly it was his initiative that the study, in addition to Sociologically oriented subjects, also included Social Pathology, Social Policy or Psychology.
In 1949, the Masaryk Medico-Social State School was abolished. Detailed reasons for its abolition are not known, but it is thought that its abolition occurred precisely because of the establishment of Higher Education. However, in 1951, it was decided to abolish Higher Education of Social Workers. Students were allowed to complete their study, thus the last graduates finished studies at both colleges in 1953.
After 1953, the training of Social Workers was implemented at a Secondary School in Prague which had opened in 1948 and operated until 1959 (Sociální Práce 1996). The original name of the School was the Vocational School of Social and Health Studies. The name of the School was subject to frequent changes. In 1952, the School received the name of the Higher School of Social Studies in Prague, which continued until the Academic Year 1959/60 when it was reorganized into a two-year post-secondary curriculum; the School again changed its name to Secondary School of Social and Law Studies. This change came as a result of the evaluation of four-year Pre-graduate Study where poorly trained but personally mature graduates were leaving to practice.
Although the school year 1959/60 opened a two-year post-secondary program, students who began study at the four-year school were allowed to complete their study. The last A-level Exams at that School took place in 1962. The extension studies spread to other cities and were basically of two types -focused on Social, or Social and Law Studies.
The resumption of University Studies focused on Social Work came in the years 1987/88, but only as a Specialization in the Study Programs of Sociology and Andragogy. An independent University Study Program was opened only in 1990 (Sociálna práca 1996; Levická, J. 1999; Kodymová 2015) .
If the development of the Profession on the basis of these facts is evaluated, it must be recognized that ending the Education of Social Workers in Universities has slowed the development of the theoretical basis of Social Work. The fact that Social Work Education in the years 1951 to 1990 in Czechoslovakia was not situated exclusively within Universities does not entitle anyone to claim that Social Work as a separate teaching discipline did not exist at all in the then circumstances. It is interesting that after the restoration of that Ministry in 1968, the activities of The Society of Social Workers were restored. The revival of the Society was initiated by its former members who operated either in direct practice with clients or at secondary schools specialized in Social Care. In the same year, the Society began to develop activities aimed at the resumption of higher education for Social Workers (Sociální Práce, 1996).
Developments in the Field of Education of Social Workers after 1990
In the Slovak literature on Social Work there can be found allegations that after Social Work had been abolished in the Czechoslovak Socialist state it was rebuilt after 1990. Based on our findings in recent years, however, we object to this claim and suggest to talk about the reconstruction of the Social Work Profession after 1990. There is no doubt about the fact that the abolition of Vocational and Higher Schools of Social Work slowed the development of the Profession in its Theoretical and Practical Levels, however, did not mean its extinction.
The Education of Social Workers at Public Universities was reopened in 1990. During the next five years, the study programs gradually opened at the Pedagogical Faculty of the Comenius University in Bratislava; the Faculty of Arts of Prešov University; the Faculty of Nursing and Social Work, Trnava University (in 1997, they changed the name of the faculty to Faculty of Health and Social Care); the Faculty of Social studies of Constantine the Philosopher University in Nitra; at the Pedagogical Faculty of Matej Bel University in Banska Bystrica. Later, these were joined by other Public (State) Universities, which opened Study Programs in Social Work.
Increased interest by young people in this study of Social Work immediately also stimulated the emergence of some Private Universities of which the most famous include the University of St. Elizabeth in Bratislava and Danubius University in Slád-kovičovo.
The development of Higher Education for Social Workers is also linked to the need for the preparation of University textbooks, monographs, study texts, which are closely related to research oriented Social Work. Gradually, there appeared also works assessing the development of the Profession in the period 1945 to 1990 (Majchráková 1990 ; Novotná, Schimmerlingová 1992; Řezníček 1995 and others); and these publications allege that after 1951 the extinction of Social Work in Czechoslovakia occurred. This claim was subsequently adopted by a variety of Authors (Strieženec 1996 (Strieženec , 1999 Based on the results of content analysis focused on the period after 1990, we conclude that ignoring the nearly 40 years of Social Work in Czechoslovakia caused a weakening of identity and Social status of Social Work. Social Work even today is seen by a part of the public as work which does not need any Professional training.
For the first decade (1990 to 2000) reconstruction of the Social Work Profession is characterized by its building "from the outside" which was the result of lack of Academics and Researchers in Social Work. Among Teachers who contributed to Education of Social Workers in Slovakia in that period there was not one Teacher who had studied Social Work. Therefore, they did not have even necessary theoretical knowledge in the field of Social Work. The persistent claim that anyone can do Social Work was complemented by the argument that Social Work can be taught by anyone.
An emerging change in this area can be registered around 2000 when the first graduates of the Study Program in Social Work were accepted for Doctoral Studies 5 . These Doctoral Students were internally strongly identified with Social Work and eager to develop the theoretical basis of the Profession thanks to which new publications focused on Social Work emerged.
Inadequately nurtured at a local level seems to be a natural consequence of the situation. Critically, it must be admitted that the so-called Post-secondary Schools, which had implemented Post-A-level Studies focused in Social Work for years in the early 90s graduated better prepared Teachers for Social Work compared to Universities. However, Teachers from these schools were not interested to work in a University environment, which requires Scientific Studies. The vast majority of classical, academically oriented University Professors dedicated their Scientific attention to areas in which they worked before 1990, for example Medicine, Psychology, Law, Education, Sociology and so on. Only some of them decided to change their Professional orientation, and therefore, the first years of the building of Social Work at Slovak Universities were marked by an intense familiarizing with Social Work. Individual Social Work Departments gradually recruited Practitioners who complemented their Education. In the first decade of renewal of Higher Education in Slovakia you will hardly find any research focused on Social Work if qualifying studies are not taken into account.
In Slovakia, consensus on the theoretical basis of the Profession had been absent in the long run, which was already demonstrated in discussions about the content of the curriculum for future Social Workers. Study Programs reflected the more subjective interests of some Teachers than the real needs of students and the require- 
Conclusion
Between 1950 and 1989, the Social Work Profession was not abolished, but its development was strangled. Stopping University Education was reflected in the development of theoretical foundations for Social Work. Paradoxically, although there was a strong emphasis on labor, labor conditions of workers and the like, research activities were not stopped in our country. Research activities showed comparable activity with similar Research Institutions abroad. It is indisputable that during this period Social Work continuously developed in the Health Sector and State Administration. Also, the requirements for the Education of Social Workers in connection with this were changed. Some activities carried out by Social Workers before that period were gradually taken over by other Professions, particularly Psychologists and Clinical Social Scientists (Majchráková 1990 In the recent period, Authors focused on Social Work have recognized the urgent need for regular reflection on the impact of differences between Theory and Practice in the development of the Profession. In each area there are natural differences between Theory and Practice. In the case of Social Work, however, the differences exceeded the normal rate. This situation was caused by the fact that in the Educational Process students were familiarized with the Theory and Practice implemented in significantly different environments. Educators strove to transfer the "current state of knowledge in the world " which is unquestionably a duty of University Teachers, but, in many cases, with the lack of reflection on domestic reality. Students, especially part-time students, accepted only with difficulty different pictures of Social Work which they were discovering in Theory and in Practice. They did not understand the too great differences between "Scientific" and "Practical" Social Work which evoked feelings, on a part of some students that theoretical knowledge was unusable in practice. These differences further blurred the identity of the Social Work Profession, a situation which persisted for more than ten years before it began to gradually change.
Despite best efforts it has failed to create a clear picture of the Profession. The public does not know what is under the name of Social Work and what can realistically be expected from Social Workers. We confirm the validity of the argument that the characterization of Social Work as a Profession aims to help a person in a difficult situation, blurs, rather than clarifies, the image of the Profession (Gelles, Clark et al. 2007 , Maron 2003 . The increase in field offices preparing future Social Workers contributed to the unclear picture of Slovak Social Work. This trend peaked around 2000. The official cited reasons for their opening was to bring University Education closer to poorer regions in order to save travel costs for students. These offices were opened by Public and Non-public Universities and Colleges. Due to the short period of time during which they were established, in several cases, there were no quality teaching collectives; the learning in some offices was not always in line with the latest knowledge in the field of Social Work. Moreover, these offices only rarely employed knowledgeable individuals who would pursue Scientific as well as Educational Work.
Orientation on the quantity of curricula for Social Work has resulted in the number of Graduates who flooded the labor market in a short time did not correspond with the needs of Practice; moreover, a relatively large number of these Graduates received a diploma without the knowledge corresponding with standard requirements for the training of Social Workers 6 . The media have brought information on the number of students who graduate from Universities each year and the lack of experts in Practice. This information is often associated with questioning the legitimacy of the Profession, claiming that students finishing their studies are not actually interested to carry on the Profession and so on.
There has been a lack of reliable information on the causes of this situation. The unilaterally targeted information strengthen the vague idea of the Profession, tasks, objectives and responsibilities of its representatives.
The status of Social Work in the Slovak public, following the introduction of Higher Education has paradoxically worsened compared to the period before 1990 which is partly caused by the fact that Social Work is the worst paid Profession with a University Degree required in the Slovak Republic.
